	Geography Curriculum at Roundwood Primary School


	Where we are going :

	You need to: 
· Have an enquiring mind and be inspired by the world around you (respect, responsibility)
· Have knowledge of the world including the locality of where you live. (respect)
· Engage with real world issues and places and understand your impact within them (respect, resilience, reliability, responsibility)
· Have an appreciation of how people, places and environments have changed over time may change in the future (respect) 
· Apply geographical knowledge and skills to the world around you (reliability, responsibility)


	Who we are

	Our children live in the home counties in a wide rural area encompassing old, well-established villages and the historic, local town of Buckingham. There is a lower than average level of diversity in Buckingham, but the town’s university attracts many students from overseas, this means that the diversity of the locality is mostly from western Europe. Higher socio-economic families take holidays abroad each year meaning many children have experience of another country although mostly western Europe. Most children have been to a beach although Buckingham is the furthest point in the UK from the sea. The children have experience of rivers as The River Ouse flows through Buckingham. Some children have seen flooding of flood plain or flooding within villages. Buckingham is surrounded by a mixture of arable and pastoral farming. Buckingham is close to Milton Keynes which is a “new town” and a major commuter town/city to London which many children have visited. Buckingham is a town with the population of approx. 12,000 but is rapidly expanding as is the infrastructure. Our area of Buckinghamshire continues to see a lot of change as part of the planned route for the HS2 rail link and East West railway.

At Roundwood Primary School, all geography units offer a coherently planned sequence of lessons to ensure that progressively the skills and concepts required in the National Curriculum are covered.The geography curriculum aims to develop geographical skills and concepts that are transferable to whichever unit is being studied, equipping children for future learning. In order to ensure that the children know more and remember more, there are planned opportunities for themes to be revisited, within and across key stages, to help children recap and build upon prior learning in line with the Rosenshine Principles.

Revisited themes are:
Place knowledge, Locational knowledge, Human and Physical Features-environments, Skills/fieldwork – mapping, Going Green – recycling, sustainability

The content of units and the revisited themes enable the children to develop disciplinary concepts of fieldwork, mapping, enquiry, interpreting patterns.


	Vocabulary

	aerial, Antarctic, Artic, atlas, beach, biomes, border, characteristics, cliff, climate, city, coast, compass (and its 8 points- N, NE, E, SE, S, SW, W, NW), differences, direction, earthquakes, economic, Equator, factory, farm, forest, globe,  grid references (4 and 6 figure), hill, house, landmark, land use, latitude, locality, longitude, map, mountain, Northern Hemisphere, observe, ocean, Ordnance Survey maps, present, Prime/Greenwich meridian, natural resources, port, record, region, river, sea, season, settlements, similarities, soil, Southern Hemisphere, symbol, time zones, town, trade, Tropic of Cancer & Capricorn, valley, vegetation & vegetation belts, village, volcanoes, water cycle.

	RPS Geography Journey 

	Early Years 

	Understanding the World (UW) is one of the four specific areas of learning in the EYFS framework. Pupils are guided to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, and the environment. In the Early Years pupils will learn about similarities and differences in the world around them. They learn to make observations of animals and plants, to explain why some things occur and to talk about how and why things change. The overarching aims of EYFS that primarily address this are ‘I’m a member of the Roundwood community’ and ‘I know how to look after the world’

	In Year 1 

	The Local Area: Where we live
In this unit pupils will begin to learn about the world, starting with their immediate locality. Pupils will explore the local area using first-hand observation and experience to enhance their awareness along with essential map skills and fieldwork. Maps will be devised using simple symbols to represent objects and geographical features. They will use local area maps to see where pupils at our school come from and use simple routes to record their journeys to school. Pupils will explore the village to examine land use, types of housing and facilities available to residents. 

Oceans and Continents
In this unit, pupils will observe from using globes and from satellite images that the planet Earth is made up of areas of land and water. They will name, locate and plot the seven continents and five oceans around the world as well as the equator. This will give the children knowledge of the world as a whole and that they are a small part of it. They will use maps and globes to explore where each continent is within the world in relation to the UK, as well as in relation to the Equator using the vocabulary ‘northern and southern hemisphere’. Pupils will then locate key rivers and mountain ranges on the different continents and locate where the UK is in the world. 

The Local Area: How do we read maps and plan routes?
In this unit, pupils will continue to use the locality of the school and the village to develop their understanding of maps, planning and following routes. The children will use different scale maps and aerial photographs. Children will develop mapping skills by devising symbols to mark features observed along routes they take. Pupils will finish the unit by considering how the school grounds could be enhanced by making changes to the facilities available or by improving the environment.


	In Year 2 

	The UK: What kind of place is it?
In this unit, pupils will develop their knowledge from Year 1 by focussing on the UK. They will name and locate the countries in the UK using globes and atlases. Pupils will map their locations and also identify the capital city of each country. They will then focus on each country in turn identifying key landmarks and geographical features.

A contrasting locality: What is it like to live in Jamaica?
In this unit the pupils will learn about a contrasting country to the UK. They will begin by locating and mapping where Jamaica is in the world. They will examine its climate and how that is affected by its location on the planet. Children will use aerial photographs and satellite images to identify human and physical features of the country and how they are similar and different to the UK. Pupils will learn of farming practices and how the crops grown differ from the UK. They will understand how Jamaica is a holiday destination and what it has to offer tourists that visit. 

Cold Places
In this unit pupils will contrast what they learned in the previous unit by examining colder locations in the world. They will name and locate the polar regions and describe some of their icy features. Pupils will locate the Arctic Circle and describe seasonal changes and also explore the climate and some of the extreme weathers of Antarctica. They will investigate how people have adapted to live in harsh environments like the Arctic and why some people travel to Antarctica.


	In Year 3 

	Land Use: How diverse are local and UK landscapes?
In this unit pupils will develop their understanding of the UK from Year 2 by examining how the land is used. They will identify the main human and physical features of the UK and how there are different types of land use. They will examine how farming is important in the UK and how different areas are suited to different types of farming. Pupils will observe using 4 figure grid references how land has been used in our locality and how this is shown on maps. The unit will end with the children considering how wildlife can be affected by changes to land use.

Climate zones: What are they and why do they matter?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils will begin by learning about the position of the Earth in space in relation to the sun and how this affects climate. They will gain an understanding of what climate is and how some areas of the world share similar climates and we call these climate zones. Pupils will learn what the main climate zones are and use lines of latitude to locate them. They will use climate graphs to see patterns in the data and understand how this affects where people might live. Pupils will learn about some of the key biomes in the world and understand how plants and animals have adapted to live in them. The unit will conclude by looking at the effects changes to the climate have on living things.

Rivers: What is special about them?
In this unit the children will be introduced to the key features of a river system, learning how they help to drain water from the land. They will learn of the processes that are going in within a river and how the flow of a river creates the landforms we see. They will also observe how landforms change along the journey of a river and the causes and impacts when a river is in flood. Children will use maps to locate rivers in the UK and will map key features along the River Severn. Pupils will then focus on rivers in European countries and their importance.


	In Year 4 

	The UK: Who are we?
In this unit, pupils will take a look at the geography of the UK firstly revisiting what was learned in Year 2 by naming the countries and capitals of the UK, and then examining the man-made administrative regions and counties of the country, particularly the county of Buckinghamshire and the counties in close proximity to our locality. The unit will then focus on the people that make up our country, looking at migration and its impact in changing populations and how people may move around the country. The children will then look at the global links the UK has with the rest of the world and how these may contribute to our local area.

Europe: What is it like to live in northern Italy?
In this unit the children’s geographical knowledge will develop outside of the UK. They will use globes and maps to locate European countries in particular Italy and identify key human and physical features of the north of the country. Pupils will use sources to explore what life may be like in villages and towns in northern Italy and how they may compare. They will then look at Venice as a tourist destination and the impact tourism may have on this area. Comparisons will then be made between an area of northern Italy and our region of the UK.

Mountains and Volcanoes: What, where and why?
In this unit pupils will learn how mountains are formed and shaped over time and name some of the key features of a mountain landscape. Pupils will name and locate the UK’s highest peaks and use physical maps to identify mountains and mountain ranges in the world using the map’s legend to identify differences in height above sea level. Using the OS maps they will identify features of Yr Wyddfa. Pupils will learn how volcanoes are formed with a particular focus on the formation, cross section and structure of volcanoes. They will learn about the impact of volcanic eruptions and why some people still choose to live there. Pupils will focus on the impact of the eruptions using Eyjafjallajokull in Iceland as an example and how this may alter the landscape and environment.


	In Year 5

	Earthquakes: How do they change the world?
In this unit the children will describe and explain the causes of earthquakes and how their severity is measured. They will identify and locate the major earthquake zones of the world. They will use the example of Honshu in Japan to learn about the consequences of earthquakes and tsunamis and how changes have been made in how people prepare for potential earthquakes and have the capacity to respond to them. By studying the more recent earthquakes in Turkey in 2023, pupils will see how the response to earthquakes can come from local, national or international agencies.

Energy: How do we power the world?
In this unit the children will learn about the importance of electricity in our daily lives. They will learn about the changes happening in the world with climate change and how fossil fuels, carbon emissions and energy usage are all linked to it. Pupils will seek to explain why non-renewable energy sources are contributing to energy problems and then the advantages and disadvantages that renewable sources can offer. Pupils will look at their energy usage and the energy we use in school and think about ways that it could be reduced. They will conclude by debating who is responsible for the energy problems we face and come up with solutions for how they can be solved.

South America: Why does the Amazon matter?
To begin this unit pupils will describe the distribution of both temperate and tropical forests in the world. They will use maps to locate the Amazon rainforest and describe geographical characteristics. Children will identify the key features of a rainforest and look at foods that are produced there. They will consider how the climate is suitable for their growth and the reasons for their distribution around the world. The future of the Amazon rainforest will be debated and the impact deforestation has. They will consider those who have influence over decisions that are made about the rainforests, the threats they face and actions that can be taken to protect them in the future.



	In Year 6 

	Coasts: What happens where the land meets the sea?
In this unit pupils will describe what a coast is, using maps to recognise, locate and describe a range of coastal features found in the UK. They will explore the impact of coastal erosion on people’s lives using the correct vocabulary to describe the processes that lead to a changing coastline. They will examine how the land can be protected by considering different types of coastal protection that are put in place and how effective they are. The unit will end by thinking about the coastline of the future and how climate change may influence changes that occur and also the measures people may be able to make to protect it.

Farm and Factories: Where does our food come from?
In this unit pupils will explore the geography of food. They will describe how food production and distribution has changed over time and what the positive and negative impacts of the changes have been. Pupils will look at food availability and how climatic and seasonal difference impact this. They will analyse the distance that food travels and the positive and negative impacts of both locally produced and imported foods. The children will consider the impact food systems have on climate change, and actions that can be taken to reduce the carbon footprint of the food we consume. The unit will conclude by considering the future of food production, how farming and food production have changed over time and how we can make food systems fairer and better for the planet and its people in the future.

Around the world in 80 days: What have we learned about our world?
This unit will allow the children to revisit areas of the world that have been of focus in units of previous years. They will use maps and geographical skills to investigate the geography of the UK and then use geographical knowledge, skills and data to investigate different places in Europe. They will examine the environmental geography of North and South America discussing its landscapes and physical features. The contrasting climates of Antarctica and Asia will be explored along with the positive and negative consequences of tourism in countries of Oceania. A focus in Africa will look at the sustainability of mining natural resources e.g. cobalt.


	Links with other subjects 

	History – understand where in the world historical events took place and where invasions and settlements happened.
English – write for a variety of audience and purpose to convey understanding of our world. 
Mathematics – look at, interpret and present data in tables and graphs and conduct effective field studies to retrieve useful and meaningful research.
Science- make links between physical and human sciences, including evolution and great explorers visiting and changing characteristics of a location by introducing new worlds to new populations. 
Art – explore and design maps with accurate keys and symbols
RE – understand how the land use and population of a location can affect the culture and diversity
PSHCE- understand human impact on others, our surroundings and how our decisions affect our environments and one another. 


	As a Geographer leaving RPS

	I will be able to: 
· Name and locate the major countries, capitals, continents and oceans on an atlas or globe 
· Use maps to enhance my enquiring mind and gain knowledge of places I can travel to and those I cannot at present. 
· Use a compass 
· Interpret a range of sources of geographical information (maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems GPS)
· Locate Buckingham on a map of England, know which county it belongs to and understand the significance of the Home Counties and that I live in one of them. 
· Explore geographical enquiry, outdoor learning and fieldwork to improve my understanding of locations
· Use a range of accurate geographical language when discussing and explaining my ideas and findings.
· Be able to confidently use a wide range of geographical vocabulary to describe and compare a number of locations. 
· Begin to understand how these features can create and affect environments, communities and the wider world.
· Ask questions and research my ideas and seek for answers.
· Understand the space around me and develop my knowledge of the environment, making careful observations about my world. 
· Take responsibility and care for what is around me and understand the difference I can make. 
· Investigate problems affecting my own locality and those further afield
· Develop specific subject understanding and skills to propose ideas and solutions to topics and problems 
· Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways (maps, numerical, quantitative skills and writing at length) and talk about patterns, trends.
· Make connections across subjects; social, moral, spiritual and cultural

	Memory Makers

	I will have experienced
· Fieldwork trips to explore my locality
· Travelling to different places in the world through learning about them
· Being up close and personal with the inhabitants of a ‘Living Rainforest’




	Because I went to RPS

	· I know my place in the world and can locate places of geographical significance.
· I appreciate the wider world and how it may differ from my own.
· I am aware of current issues and know my impact on them and how I can positively contribute towards them.
· I can articulate my understanding of the world around me and am curious to find out more.




