	History Curriculum at Roundwood Primary School 


	Where we are going

	You need to: 
· Have an enquiring mind 
· Be interested in human behaviours, cultures and society and understand their impact on modern day
· Be able to explore, question and explain different types of information 
· Be able to draw conclusions and justify explanations 


	Who we are

	Our children come from a wide rural area encompassing old, well-established villages and the historic, local town of Buckingham. The locality has several stately homes, an old gaol and a museum, which can be used to gain an insight into the society and people that lived here in the past. Claydon House has connections to Florence Nightingale as a significant local individual, and Bletchley Park in Milton Keynes to Tim Berners-Lee. Living in an ever-changing locality, enables the children to compare and observe changes in history on their doorstep.

At Roundwood Primary School, all history units offer a coherently planned sequence of lessons to ensure that progressively the skills and concepts required in the National Curriculum are covered. Each unit of the history curriculum aims to explore an over-arching enquiry question. A sequence of questions will then be deliberated so that at the end of the unit the question can be answered or debated. 

The history curriculum aims to develop historical skills and concepts that are transferable to whichever period of history is being studied, equipping children for future learning. In order to ensure that the children know more and remember more, there are planned opportunities for themes to be revisited, within and across key stages, to help children recap and build upon prior learning in line with the Rosenshine Principles.

Revisited themes are:
In KS1, Place in Time, Similarities and Differences in terms of what has stayed the same and what has changed, and Significance and Achievements. 
In KS2 these are Place in Time/Chronology, Similarities and Differences to pupils now in terms of Ideas, beliefs and attitudes, Way of life and Crime and Punishment and Achievements and Legacy.

The content of units and the revisited themes enable the children to develop disciplinary concepts of Constructing the past, Sequencing the past, Change and development, Cause and effect, Significance and Interpretation, Historical enquiry and Using sources as evidence.
 
The coverage of more recent history in KS1 enables the children to acquire an understanding of time, events and people within their memory and their parents’ and grandparents’ memories. The curriculum gives the opportunity for children to grasp the difficult concept of the passing of time, events within living memory and those beyond living memory.

In lower Key stage 2, the children continue to develop their understanding of chronology building on what was taught in Key Stage 1. Studied units will extend timelines back to the ancient history of the Stone Age and then periods of history towards more modern times. 

In Upper Key Stage 2, children repeat and embed this concept of chronology with a wider selection of ancient history, such as The ancient Greeks and The Mayan Civilisation, to more modern history with a focus on the First World War and Crime and Punishment. In Upper KS2 the units of work allow the children to truly develop and embed a sense of time, and how civilisations were inter-connected. Children start to understand how some historical events occurred concurrently in different locations e.g. Ancient Egypt and the Stone Age.


	RPS History Journey 

	Early Years 

	In Foundation Stage, the pupils begin to develop an understanding of history in relation to themselves and their families. 
They will begin to use historical based language and the language associated with the passage of time. They will develop a sense of uniqueness and of belonging to a community being able to compare and contrast times and events. They will observe similarities, differences and variety in what happens at different times and within different families. They will begin to develop a historical narrative and be able to sequence events and develop a sense of chronology and duration. Pupils will handle artefacts and begin to see that they can provide evidence and knowledge about how things used to be.


	In Year 1 

	Toys
Have toys changed through time?
Pupils will learn about old toys to help understand the difference between toys people played with in the past and those they play with today. They will see how the world has changed over the last 100 years and continues to change. This will be examined by looking at changes in what toys are made of and how they are operated, recognising that many modern toys use electricity, batteries or computers to make them work. Pupils will discover that changes in technology has enabled toys to work in different ways and do different things. Pupils will make observations about toys to describe how they know they are old or more modern. Pupils will sort toys into those played by their parents and grandparents and those that may be even older.

Vocabulary:
modern, wooden, rusty, rough, plastic, worn, hard, faded, broken, electronic, battery powered

The Great Fire
Did the Great Fire make London a better or worse place?
Pupils will learn where this event belongs on a timeline of events and that The Great Fire is placed beyond living memory. They will examine what factors contributed to the fire and use sources to discuss similarities and differences between life today and life in this period, particularly looking at house construction. Pupils will see how historians have learned about this event by examining sources and eyewitness accounts from Samuel Pepys. The impact of the fire will be explored and long-term changes that occurred as a result.

Vocabulary:
cathedral, diary, evidence, pitch/tar, water squirt, thatch, warehouse

The Three Queens
How has life changed since the first of the three queens reigned?
Who was the most powerful queen?
Pupils will extend their knowledge of chronology to add monarchs from the past to the class timeline. They will establish what is meant by the concept of monarchy, who our monarch is, and who immediate members of the royal family are. They will focus on three of the longest-lived monarchs (Queen Elizabeth I, Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II) to generate questions and statements that compare the three queens. Pupils will identify similarities and differences they shared. They will be able to observe changes that occurred through time and between the reigns of these queens

Vocabulary:
century, parliament, monarch, queen, reign, Tudor, Victorian


	In Year 2 

	Explorers
Which explorer had the greatest achievements?
In this unit pupils will learn about several explorers from different periods of time to make comparisons about their endeavours and achievements. They will begin by exploring what makes a person significant so that they are celebrated during their lifetime and remembered long after their deaths. They will consider ways that we have found out about explorers from the past and what evidence there is of their achievements.   They will further develop their understanding of timelines to place Ibn Battuta, Matthew Henson and Felicity Aston along with events and people studied in Year 1. Pupils will compare the polar expeditions of Henson and Aston to see what similarities and differences there are between these explorers. They will also discuss how racism and sexism had influence. Pupils will then consider how changes in people's values over time can see significant people in a different light. They will debate how significant these events were, and what impact or change they had on the world we live in today. Was one person’s achievement greater than another’s?

Vocabulary:
Explorer, voyage, expedition, polar, discovery, evidence, significant, significance, diversity, commemorate

Sinking of the Titanic
How was it possible for an unsinkable ship to sink?
Pupils will place the event of the sinking of the Titanic on the class timeline. They will then learn about key events of the ship's history from setting sail to the eventual sinking. The events, dates and times of the voyage will be represented on a timeline giving pupils an awareness of timelines of different scale.
Pupils will then explore what life was like for people aboard Titanic and what was the same and what was different for people of different social classes.  They will consider how we know, as much evidence was sunk with the ship. They will use picture sources and accounts from survivors to learn about life on board. Pupils will then explore why Titanic sank and whether there were one or more possible reasons. The children will learn about the rescue operation that took place and why more people were not saved. To complete the unit pupils will consider changes that happened because of this tragedy to prevent such a thing happening again. Children will make links and refer back to the Year 1 Transport and Travel unit in how they consider why changes happened and developments that were made to this mode of transport. 

Vocabulary:
chronological, deduce, causes, justify opinion, analyse, explain, sources of evidence

Florence Nightingale
Which nurse made the biggest difference and should be remembered before the others?
In their study of Florence Nightingale, pupils will learn not only about the pioneering role of a determined lady in a man’s world, but they will also learn about important breakthroughs in the health of the nation. In this unit pupils can make direct ‘then and now’ comparisons of hospital conditions. They then go on to look at further changes that occurred within Florence’s long lifetime to realise that her work with training nurses after the Crimean war was even more important than her direct role in helping soldiers recover from their wounds. There is opportunity to debate about who better deserves a statue outside St Thomas' hospital, Florence or Mary Seacole, providing an immediate and real-life focus for the tricky concept of interpretations of the past.

Vocabulary:
Crimea, hygiene, infection, injured, medicine, sanitation, Scutari, soldier, ward, wound 


	In Year 3 

	The Stone Age to Iron Age
How did people survive and evolve in pre-historic Britain? 
Pupils will learn about what prehistoric means; they will put events in chronological order and understand how the period from the Stone Age to the Iron Age fits into a wider picture of British history.
They will find out about how hunter-gatherers lived in Stone Age Britain and how they changed when they learned how to farm. They will research the history of Skara Brae and find out why it is important for understanding life in the Stone Age. They will understand what Stonehenge looks like and explore different theories about the building of Stonehenge and its purpose. Pupils will also learn about how the Bronze Age was different to the Stone Age. Furthermore, they will understand how British society changed in the Iron Age and imagine what life might have been like in an Iron Age hill fort.

Vocabulary:
archaeologist, artefact, barrow, forge, henge, prehistoric, ritual, tribe, Paleolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic 



Sumer and other early civilisations: What made them similar?
Where and when did the earliest civilisations begin?
What made them similar?
In this unit pupils will understand what is meant by a civilisation and how early people came to be settled rather than being nomadic. Pupils will learn about where in the world that the early civilisations became established and resources that were necessary to enable this to happen. They will explore similarities between them and understand how historians have used evidence to learn about them. They will explore how art was a part of everyday life and that all early civilisations had religious beliefs and worshiped multiple gods in purpose-built buildings. Pupils will learn how all civilisations developed a system of writing using symbols and marks to record and communicate. They will learn that these civilisations became successful and traded with others both near and far. 

Vocabulary: civilisation, Sumer, reliable, surplus, trade, cuneiform, record, nomadic, art, pottery, clay, bronze, decipher, sacrifice, permanent, style

Ancient Egypt
What were the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians and what did they allow them to accomplish?
In this unit, pupils will learn in depth about the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians. They will develop their understanding of world history and where this civilisation fits with other periods studied. They will learn about how and where the ancient Egyptians lived and particularly how the River Nile was central to life during this time. Using artefacts to generate questions, pupils will learn about what was important to the daily lives of ancient Egyptians. They will go on to learn how religion was important to the ancient Egyptians, learning about Gods and the mummification process for the afterlife. Pupils will place themselves in the place of Howard Carter at the time of his discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb and examine what evidence can tell us about the past and how events of the past can be interpreted.

Vocabulary: 
ancient, artefact, civilisation, embalming, excavate, hieroglyphics, mummification, Pharaoh, pyramid, sarcophagus, scribe, sphinx, tomb 


	In Year 4 

	The Romans
What impact and influence did the Roman Empire have on life in Britain?
Pupils will learn about the spread of the Roman Empire, the invasion of Britain and the eventual conquest. In addition to this, they will learn about the British resistance of Boudicca and look at the events of Boudicca’s rebellion from different perspectives. Pupils will also look in detail at some aspects of Romanisation in Britain such as the building of Roman roads and bathhouses. They will learn about gods and goddesses and Roman religion to understand more about the culture and beliefs of Roman people. They will them think about reasons for the deterioration and eventual end of the empire.

Vocabulary: 
conquest, empire, hypocaust, invasion, legion, rebellion, taxes, tribe, trade, worship 

Anglo-Saxons
Who were the Anglo-Saxons? 
What changes did the Anglo-Saxons bring to British society?

Pupils will learn about the raids and invasions of Britain by the Anglo-Saxons and how evidence has helped us to understand where they settled. Pupils will act as detectives at Sutton Hoo at the site of a bodiless burial, examining evidence and using skills of deduction to establish who could have been the owner of the ship. Pupils will then learn about how Christianity came to Britain and examine sources that historians may use to substantiate how the lives of the people living here may have changed. They will learn how the Vikings raided and invaded and tried to take control of the country and come to understand how close they got to achieving their aims. Pupils will deliberate how ‘great’ Alfred the Great was by interpreting sources and critically analysing things written about him. Pupils will learn that historians have to be careful when using sources: some deliberately exaggerate and have been written for a particular purpose. Through short dramatic enactments, pupils will learn about different ways that law and order was maintained and of the punishments that were issued in Saxon times. This knowledge will be used in order to determine the fate of a fictional Anglo-Saxon character based on the crimes he committed. 

Vocabulary: 
cemetery, cenotaph, Christianity, Danelaw, hoard, monastery, pagan, Picts, settlement, treaty, Viking 

World War II
How was my locality impacted by World War II?
Pupils will learn when and why World War II began and find out about the key individuals and countries involved. In addition to this, they will discover what it was like for people on the home front and how they contributed to the war effort. Pupils will learn how the war affected children, what rationing was like how attempts were made to raise morale. The children will examine evidence and gain an understanding of how much of it needs to be treated with caution. They will see how propaganda was used by governments to create a narrative of what was happening. The unit will end by looking at what VE Day was really like and whether everyone’s experience was the same.

Vocabulary: 
allies, Anderson shelter, billeting, black market, blitz, censorship, civilian, evacuation, rationing, propaganda, morale, Morrison shelter 


	In Year 5 

	Ancient Greece
What was life like in Ancient Greece? 
Where can we see the influence of Ancient Greece on our world today?
In this unit about ancient Greece, pupils will begin by placing the period on a timeline of world and British history. They will establish that the Ancient Greeks were a civilisation and define what that means. Having previously studied the Romans and Ancient Egyptians, they will recap key events and achievements that were happening concurrently for these other great civilisations, and how they sit alongside key events within the period of Ancient Greece. Pupils will learn about the structure of Ancient Greece and the independent city states comprising it. They will learn about the rivalries between the city states of Athens and Sparta. When learning about daily life in ancient Greece, pupils will use sources to ascertain what life was like for different people, including those who were enslaved during this period and how slaves were used. Pupils will research aspects of daily life e.g., food, religion, homes, entertainment, children; using secondary sources to support and justify their findings. They will look at the development of democracy in Athens. To conclude the unit pupils will discuss the legacy of the Ancient Greeks in the world today. They will use ancient Greek pottery as a primary source to help them gather evidence about the ancient Greek Olympics and make comparisons between the ancient Games and the modern Olympics. 

Vocabulary:
Acropolis, agora, city state, democracy, helot, hoplite, Parthenon, polis
 
Crime and Punishment
Have the punishments given always fitted the crimes committed? 
During this Crime and Punishment unit, pupils will develop their chronological knowledge beyond 1066 through studying this aspect of social history. The children will find out about the legend of Robin Hood and what we can learn about crime and punishment in the Middle Ages from it. The children will build a narrative of how crimes changed and how their subsequent punishments changed through time from humiliation to more ‘bloody’ punishments to deter people and capital punishments of execution. Pupils will see how the 19th century brought transportation, prisons and the start of the police force. The unit will end by determining whether the ways that criminal are caught and punished has changed that much in the last 100 years. They will look at crime detection and prevention measures that are used today.

Vocabulary:
capital punishment, corporal punishment, execute, felony, heresy, larceny, outlaw, pillory, poaching, smuggling, stocks, transportation, treason, vagrant 


The Shang Dynasty
What can we tell about the Shang Dynasty from Fu Hoa’s Tomb?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Pupils will learn about the Shang dynasty to explain when and where it was in existence and to describe features of its location. They will develop their understanding of chronology to compare this period in China with what was happening concurrently during the Bronze Age in Britain. They will use archaeological evidence to draw conclusions about what life was like in the Shang dynasty and will describe how the social hierarchy of the Shang dynasty was organised and what life was like for different people. Pupils will find out about the religious beliefs and practices of the people from the Shang dynasty, e.g. their use of burial rituals and sacrifice. They will go on to think about how accurate this information is and use other sources to try and establish facts. They will find out what oracle bones are and how they helped historians find out information about the Shang Dynasty. Pupils will examine the significance of the discovery of the first intact Shang tomb which belonged to the military general and high priestess Fu Hao, and what the study of the objects inside can teach us. 

Vocabulary:
ancestors, cowrie shells, ding, diviner, dynasty, inscription, jade, oracle bones, tomb


	In Year 6 

	World War I
How did the advancement of Science and Technology in WWI affect the nature of warfare for the future?
Pupils will place the Place WWI on the timeline of British history and refer to key periods studied previously. They will learn about events and actions that led to the start of WW1 creating a precise timeline of this time. They will examine how and why certain countries became involved, and why others played a neutral role. Pupils will explore the role of women during the war, the march for jobs and the significance of the suffragette movement. Pupils will learn about the conditions in which soldiers found themselves in in the trenches, and why many did not survive the ‘Bloody War’. They will question how advancements in technology had an impact on the war and whether these led to the eventual end of the war. To conclude the unit, they will determine what legacy remains of WWI in the world today.

Vocabulary:
Suffragette, triple alliance, triple entente, neutrality, armistice, front line, home front

Black and British
How have Black people contributed to Britain's history and culture?
In this unit the children will begin to developing a narrative of black people in Britain. They will build their chronological understanding of when the first black people were in Britain and what the role and status of these people was during Tudor times. Pupils will learn about the trans-Atlantic slave trade, why it came about and then how black activists fought for its abolition. They will look at the involvement of many black people during the two world wars but why they rarely celebrated. Pupils will learn about the immigration of many black people on HMT Empire Windrush and the experiences they had once they arrived in Britain. The unit will end by considering how far life has changed for black people in Britain in the last 60 years and more recently the impact of the ‘Black Lives Matter’ campaign 

Vocabulary: 
abolition, Atlantic slave trade, discrimination, empire, middle passage, migrant, prejudice, racism, segregation, Windrush

Mayan Civilisation
Who were the Maya and what was their civilisation like? How was life different for the Maya and the Anglo Saxons?
Pupils will learn about the non-European Mayan civilization and see where this society fits chronologically with other periods that they have studied. Pupils will learn about achievements and lasting legacies of the Mayan civilisation (their counting systems, ways of communicating with hieroglyphs, and the scientific knowledge they had) and how these have influenced our lives today. The children develop opinions on how valid ideas and theories about an ancient civilization can be. They will examine evidence to prove/disprove ideas and theories about how they lived their lives. Pupils will establish a narrative about the influence of Gods on people’s lives and beliefs. The unit will conclude with the children formulating plausible reasons for the demise of the Mayan empire from the limited evidence available.

Vocabulary: 
cenote, codex, glyph, hieroglyph, quetzal, ritual, slash and burn, sacrifice, stelae


	Links with other subjects 

	Geography – understanding geographical information will explain a lot about how the ancient world and local environment developed
Mathematics – looking at and interpreting visual and numerical data to help children understand historical contexts 
Art – looking at photographs and paintings to help children understand historical contexts 
Design Technology – looking at architectural drawings to understand historical contexts 
English – reading narratives, poems and plays to understand historical contexts 
Music – listening to folk, popular and classical music to understand historical contexts 


	As a Historian leaving RPS

	I will be able to: 
· Know my place in time 
· Distinguish between past, present and future
· Engage in an ‘into, through and beyond’ approach where I consider the factors that started an event, how the event transpired, and what happened as a result of the event 
· Identify how events; and developments take place over time 
· Use a chronology to order periods of time, events and developments
· Know significant wider world historical events and developments; along with those in Buckingham and surrounding areas 
· Know significant individuals from the past; and ones from Buckingham and surrounding areas 
· Understand the humanity of significant individuals their motives, hopes, fears strengths and weaknesses 
· Imagine myself as people from the past and how this shaped their behaviours and motivations 
· Imagine myself in places from the past and how events, cultures, environments and societies were shaped 
· Use and understand appropriate vocabulary of historical terms 
· Formulate historical questions 
· Explore different primary and secondary sources such as objects, photographs, paintings, narratives, poems, plays and data to understand contexts, draw conclusions and justify explanations
· Identify how past events have shaped behaviours, cultures and societies 
· Learn from issues in History and the past; and how these could be addressed and developed in the future  
· Present my understanding of history in a meaningful form 
· Know the difference between historical durations versus historical change
· See how the sense of our past has helped to shape our identity today 
 

	Memory Makers at RPS

	I will have experienced: 
· Performing in role and re-enacting events in history
· Visiting museums, historic buildings and stately homes
· Learning about different time periods and what life was like
· Being a historical detective by handling artefacts and examining sources of evidence to make judgements about the past
· Digging for artefacts using a metal detector
· Tasting traditional recipes of the ancient Maya
· Taking part in the Coronation events for King Charles III in 2023
· What it was like to eat at a Roman banquet
· Finding out about and investigating my own family’s history




	Because I went to RPS

	· I can use the tools that a historian uses to find out about the past.
· I am inquisitive and will ask questions.
· I can use a range of sources and evidence to justify my answer.
· I understand how the actions of people can change the course of what happens. 
· I know about key individuals who have shaped and made a significant impact on the world.
· I can analyse evidence to make informed judgements about the past and see how events in history lead to change.




