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Religious Education Policy

Introduction and Legal Framework:
Religious Education (RE) at Roundwood Primary School is taught in accordance with the Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education: Challenging RE (2022–2027), as required for all maintained schools. RE & worldviews is a statutory subject for all registered pupils under the Education Act 1996 (as amended) and must reflect that the religious traditions in Great Britain are, in the main, Christian, while also taking account of the teaching and practices of the other principal religions represented in Great Britain.
RE and Worldviews is not part of the National Curriculum but has equal statutory standing as a compulsory subject. At Roundwood Primary School, RE is taught as an academic subject, distinct from collective worship. 
We use the ‘Kapow’ RE and Worldviews scheme of work to deliver this syllabus.

Aims
At Roundwood Primary School we seek to ensure that all pupils develop spiritually, academically, emotionally and morally.  This helps them understand themselves and others and cope with the opportunities, challenges and responsibilities of living in a rapidly changing world.  We recognise and value the distinctive role Religious Education & Worldviews plays in ensuring this.
The ‘Kapow’ scheme of work meets the requirements of the Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus, and is aligned to the non-statutory guidance outlined above.
By following the ‘Kapow’ Religious Education and worldviews scheme Roundwood Primary School aims to:
· Respond to life's 'big questions'
· Understand key religious concepts
· Build substantive knowledge (such as facts about various religious ceremonies)
· Develop disciplinary skills (such as methods, theories, concepts and perspectives around RE and worldviews) 
· Contribute to informed discussions
· Explore diversity
· Visit places of worship within my community and beyond
· Learn about religious festivals
· Link my knowledge to my own personal and social development 


Each Kapow unit includes overarching ‘big questions’ which will be revisited throughout key stage 1, lower key stage 2 and upper key Stage 2, allowing children to apply the breadth and depth of their learning across various concepts. 
These ‘big questions’ are: 
Why are we here?
Why do worldviews change?
What is religion?
How can worldviews be expressed?
How do worldviews affect our daily lives?
How can we live together in harmony if we have different worldviews?

Purpose of Study
RE and Worldviews prepares pupils for living in a multi-faith society through learning about Christianity and other religions, it offers opportunities for reflection, and it challenges pupils to consider, analyse and evaluate issues.
RE and Worldviews promotes values such as truth, justice, respect, it contributes to the Every Child Matters Outcomes, contributes to pupils Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural (SMSC) development, Citizenship and PSHE education. It also promotes key skills and other opportunities. 
The purpose of Religious Education and Worldviews does not include any attempt to alter a child’s beliefs. Indeed reflecting the inclusive ethos of the school our religious education programme is designed not ‘to convert pupils or urge a particular religion or religious belief on pupils’. (DFE circular 1/94 paragraph 32)
RE and worldviews develops skills, attitudes and dispositions in children and young people that contribute significantly to both academic and personal development. 

Subject Content

	EYFS
	In the Early Years Foundation Stage, Religious Education contributes primarily to Understanding the World and Personal, Social and Emotional Development. Children explore similarities and differences between religious and cultural communities through stories, discussion, celebrations and visits. They begin to talk about their own experiences and beliefs and learn to respect those of others.  Children learn about festivals, cultures, similarities and differences under the “I Am Part of the Roundwood Community” composite of our curriculum.

Through carefully planned opportunities, children develop curiosity, ask questions and make connections, supporting the Characteristics of Effective Learning. These early experiences provide the foundation for more structured study of religion and worldviews in Key Stage 1.
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	KS1
	In KS1 children consider themes such as ‘What is God’s Job?’ and ‘What do candles mean to people?’  Children learn about a range of religions including Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Muslim, Humanist and Jain. 

	KS2 
	In KS2 children consider themes such as ‘Are all religions equal?’ and ‘Why does religion look different around the world?’ Children learn about a range of religions including Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Muslim, Buddhist, Sikh and Zoroastrianist. 



Further information about curriculum coverage is available from the RE and Worldviews ‘How to be successful’ document. 
Teaching and Learning
In line with Buckinghamshire SACRE (2022–2027), approximately 5% of curriculum time is allocated to RE and worldviews.

Whilst the majority of RE and worldviews is taught in a weekly lesson, this time can be allocated as part of an RE and Worldview Day, in longer blocks, or weekly sessions at the discretion of the class teacher, depending on the topic being taught and the needs of the class.  This should be marked clearly on termly planning documents.  There will also be some cross-curricular coverage of RE including teaching through other subjects, whole school events, assemblies and collective worship.

RE and worldviews is taught by individual class teachers or Higher Level Teaching Assistants who take responsibility for planning, resourcing and delivering this area of the curriculum.

We recognise that there are children of widely different abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. One of the strengths of RE teaching at Roundwood Primary School is the diverse way in which children are able to respond to and record their learning in RE as exemplified in the class Big Books.
Resources to support the teaching and learning of specific topics and main reference materials are kept on both sites. Where resources are not available to support teaching of specific units, the RE co-ordinator should be informed.

Planning
Planning is based on the Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus, following the Unit Plans identified in the Kapow Scheme of Work.  
We recognise that effective teaching and learning starts with a key question and this is shared with children at the start of each unit and reviewed throughout. 
Planned progression built into the RE and worldviews curriculum means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school. 
Progress in RE and worldviews can be characterised by: 
· Acquiring wider and more detailed knowledge of religious beliefs and practices;
· Deepening understanding of the meaning of stories, symbols, events and practices; 
· More fluent and competent use of religious language and terminology; 

Collective worship
Guidance outlines that collective worship should be inclusive, invitational and inspiring.  More information on Collective Worships for all maintained schools can be found at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a7cd8f740f0b6629523c2b7/Collective_worship_in_schools.pdf. Religious Education and Worldviews is educational and academic in nature and is distinct from collective worship
Parents have the right to request that their child is withdrawn from collective worship and can do so by contacting the school directly. 
At Roundwood we will provide daily opportunities for collective worship by offering a moment for reflection every day before the children leave the classroom for lunch (11.55am).  We will invite children recite the following verse:
For family, friends and food, we give thanks.

Teachers may then take the opportunity to reflect on our school values (broadly Christian in ethos) and/or world events or current affairs. Children may also be encouraged to share their own reflections / prayers as appropriate. 
During the reflection time children will remain in a calm seated position and will be encouraged to be respectful and reflective in nature; children will be invited to bow their heads or join their hands if they wish to.  

SEND
The Buckinghamshire Agreed Syllabus is the RE and Worldviews entitlement of all pupils, at Roundwood Primary School.  We support the following core principles of inclusion across all areas of the curriculum:
· Setting suitable learning challenges;
· Responding to pupils’ diverse learning needs;
· Overcoming potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils.

Assessment and recording
As with all other subjects, teachers make on going informal assessments to inform planning and support differentiation of tasks. Tasks will then be adapted in order to ensure that children are able to access learning and make progress. 
Those teaching RE and Worldviews can use assessment material from Kapow (such as an end of unit quiz) in order to assess children’s progress. These assessments will then be added to the school SONAR assessment system. Assessments at the end of each unit and at the end of the year should be passed to the RE co-ordinator for moderating purposes.
Children’s learning in RE and Worldviews is recorded in a class ‘Big Book’ over a year which can include examples of children’s work, reflections, photographs of practical activities, visits, speakers and displays to show the impact of learning.  Individual class teachers are responsible for contributing to and maintaining these.

Monitoring and Review
Individual teachers are responsible for the standard of children’s work and for the quality of their teaching in RE & Worldviews.  
The RE and Worldviews Co-ordinator in liaison with class teachers and the SLT, should evaluate the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicate areas for further improvement.

Parents have the right to withdraw their pupils from religious education. 
Parents who choose to withdraw their child from religious education lessons or aspects of RE are required to state this in writing to the Head teacher. They do not have to state a reason. Any concerns can be discussed with the Head teacher.
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